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WASHINGTON, D.C. 20503

OLC 78-1944/X

Legislative Counsel 19 0CT 1478

Honorable George 11. Mahon, Chairman &&“‘/

Committee on Appropriations
ITouse of Representatives
Washington, D, C. 20515

Dear Mr. Chairman:

I need not impress on you the need to protect sensitive compartmented
intelligence which is so vital 1o our Nation's intelligence collection efforts.
The Director of Central Intelligence became seriously concerned by the
increasing numbers of persons granted access to compartmented intelligence '
and initiated a review within the Executive Branch to critically assess the
basis for the granting of such access. The Director has extended this review
to the Legislative Branch and issued Guidelines establishing my office as the
Community focal point to oversce the issuance of compartmented clearances
for the Congress, the General Accounting Office and the Library of Congrcss.

A member of my office will be in contact with Mr. Keith . Mainland, -
Staff Director, to review existing compartmented clearances for staff
members of your Committee and to establish procedures for the issuance
of future clearances. We will represent all Community agencies which
sponsor the issuance of clearances for staff members 2521
on your Committee. 1 aSSUTT yOU TITAT T is program is not intended in
any way to impair the work of the Congress which requires access to
sengitive intelligence. Our only concern, which I know you share, is that
there be a clearly established need for such access.

I feel certain that in a spirit of cooperation we can work out suitable
arrangements to effectively limit and control the jssuance of compartmented
clearvances and thereby enhance the protection of our most vital intelligence
collection assets. Inclosed is a copy of the Dircctor's letter to the Speaker
informing him of the program. A similar letter was sent to the President of

the Senate.

_ Sincerely,

25X1

Yrederick P. Hitz
. LA~
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Orig - Addressece w/encl

1 - D/0S w/o/encl

1 - Exec Sec - Security Committee w/o/encl
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Honorable Thomas P. O'Neill N
Speaker of the House :
louse of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Mr. Speaker:

In view of my statutory responsibiiity to protect ;iz_ltelligencé E—'.(’)IX“I’CeS
and methods, I became greatly concerned by the prphforatmn o.frhlgr!l}’
sensitive intelligence collected and maintained within systems ot
corapartmentation. I initiated a review witnin the Bxeculive Branco to
reassess the justification for existing clearances and to limit issuing
future clearances based on the strictest application of xtegcl-»to—~-knov¢.

This same concern extends to lhe Legislative Branch. As you know,
staff personnel of our Congressional oversight_c:ommit‘tﬁeizs have-f been. gran’tid
access to highly sensitive compartmented intelligence mx?rr.n:-ﬂ{on. I"Iov.'ci\if.x-,
due to the broadening of interest in foreign intelligence W’lthl:ll ’fhe Congregu,
access has been extended to staffs of other committees. It is imperative
that a review, similar to that underway within the Exccutive Branch, be_
undertaken within the Legislative Branch to assure'iha't cur're‘nt:'-.x}jlgl future
access to highly sensitive intelligence sinformalion is clearly justiliable.

. Accordingly, 1 have designated my Legislative Counsel o Serve as the
focal point to review all requests for such access for Congressional
stalf personnel. His office will contact the chairmen a}nd staff .dl.xjec‘tm s
of those committees concerned lo assess the justification of exisling
clearances and to establish agreed upon guidelines o assess critically
the need-io-know for future clearances. I do not intend in any way {o
impede or impair the work of any commitice which reqguires accegs t‘(}
sensitive intelligence. It is oy concern, however, that the need»to‘»mnow
be shown to be clearly warranted. In this regard, 9xp{-_:menc;e has shown
that most congressional requirements for substantive 1ntelhgex3ce can

e satisfied without access to highly sensitive sources and methods
information. '

Where there is a clearly justifiable need, Members of Congj;rc_:ss are
given access to sensitive intelligence information. Personal staff of
Members, however, have been denied such access and 1 h.’_-l':f(? I:Cﬂffll:’l}'}v:d
this policy. The only exception, which I am initiati_ng at this time, 13"{(_)
grant selected key staff members serviag in the ofﬁcc—zs‘of the Leadership
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of ihe Congress access Sinee iu"u privoir '] y eceive sensifive intellige ee
o1 i 1(-01'1‘11* basis and reguire f,t.th nf,:.rf.E'mC( . This will include ‘
des urxmtod personeal si {afl meiabers from e siadls ol your oflices, 0~
1oce Prc sident Pro-"Termpore of the Scnale, m,zd Majority and Livnority
T.eaders of both the Senate and the House. My Legislative Couns el
will be contacling your offices fo deterimine wlich staflf persounct you
have designated for such access. Irece ntly voceived a 101.}.(:‘1*_01@;;1@;
jointly by Senate Majority L.eader Robert Byrd and Scraic ]A.Im’,o'ruy .
Leader Howard Baker submitting a request for stalf access il wall
be honored and handled directly with theiv offices. '

it is my firm belief that these prOf-c-:Iurcs, »7ill not intericre with |
the proper flow of intelligence to the Congress, but will .;ervghto cnhance
tne proteciion of hi o}vly sensitive intelligence source and metirods by
Limiting access 1o an absolute need-to-know. ! would welcorac your
support to facilitate acceptance of these proccft:urc::. by couvunittee

chairmen in any way that you deerm appropriatc - -

Yours sincerely, ) S

ju/ buW SUNES L Buae o .

STANSFIELD TURNER C

b Y -
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Honorable Walter Rondale

Yresident of the Senate |
United States Senate . . .
Wagshington, D.C. 20510

Dear Mr. President:

In view of my statutory responsibility to protect mgcc}htgggcsfc;gzgifk
and methods, I became greatly conczerr}ed ]?y thc,i Prg].lc‘uﬂ:z 1mh > gh
scnsitive intelligence collected and r.namte}m?d ::"1&,1:"1’ .,yamer : Erqnch ‘o
compartmentation. Y initiated a review within m'e'{"’}(;(ﬁ’culir;it ir-,(f;ui;w
reassess the justification for exisiing cleal"aflcgs: an -1'LO_ 'A‘('l‘»to;khnouw(:
future clearances based on the sirictesi application ol nee | |

This same concern extends to the L.e glﬁfla‘cive Bra.nch g ;’—&s 3(2105:0\; e
staff personnel of our Congressiortlal m‘ieI;S'lg’.};tlﬁgglr:?étgiggpg;rtc;on\lbAHgéw:gver,

eSS ichly sensitive compartmented 1mielil;CHL Orn eV
3:12({;)1;; lfll)lr‘?oagening of interest in foreign intelllgqncc? \Vl;zl:}lfff :l;;: g}(‘)rrlxgi*:h,,
access has been extended to staffs of other c‘ommlttees’_, i 1§E§rq§chc v
that a review, similar to that underway within the E.xe?u ive ‘ *r'md }utul‘-p
undertaken within the Legislative Branch 1o ass.ure’tha‘;: :::ugr'e}i;q;jﬁable' :
access to highly sensitive intelligence information 1s cleat y justii

- g
Accordingly, I have designated my Legislative Cognse]iégcslcoil\ile as ihe

focal point to review all requests for SFC}] access fczr ’:;;%-h;?t:)di'r;ctors
slaff personnel. His office will contact the clgalr'ynﬂe}} _z} . ‘)fgeﬁir't.’ing
of those committees concerned to assess ﬂ}e Jl}StlflCdth‘n o.c‘ riigr{ll
clearances and to establish agreed upon g{mdelme.s: tovaﬁs:es.., C u <t0y
the need-to-know for future clearances._ 1 do no.t 1ntfrﬂd ..m)im'yccézq >
impede or impair the work of any commitiee whlch X ‘eq;ntxl*](.eoﬁimd:t;Nknow
sensitive intelligence. It is my conceri, however, _’[ﬂil ] _ .}\‘.qq o kno
be shown to be clearly warranted. In ﬂ}ls reg‘;ard,v gngrie{lﬁciegc;zan
tnat most congressional requirements foxr s:,uostantwc.ﬂn:x e1 {)»‘thoc.}v

e satisfied without access to highly scusitive sources ant me: s
information.

Where there is a clearly justifiable nced, T;,/Iem‘os;rs; (.>f C{n’:‘%rfﬁffare
given access to sensitive intelligence information. 1 ers,o?a J‘)"al'ffi))_"n‘lﬁ‘d
ﬁ/i'ernbers, Liowever, have been deni(-fd such af:c'e.'s;s 'a-n,flrItlif;?: txl:*r'll( 3 t'o
this policy. The only exception, thl(!h. I am 1mt1qtf1_ng,l ‘_-1 of(ﬂ:m : of;c,lc-;shio
grant selected key staff members serving in the offices e ade It

poes
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of the Congress access since iu“xr- p‘l mupw roceive sensHive inlelligence
on a regular boasis zmd require stalf assistance This wiul include
do.).\g;ndt(:d personal stall merabers h orn the st tfs of your offices, .
tne Proesident Pro-Tempore of the Senale, and Viajority and Minority
F,eaders of both the Senate and the Youse. My legislative Counsel

will be contacting your offices {o deiermine which “stalt personnel yon

have designated for such access. I recently received a lelier signed

jointly by Senate Majority L.eader Roberl Byrd and Sceraic Tinnori'ty

Y.eader Howard Baker submitting a reguest for stafl access which will

be honored and handled directly with their offices. -

It is ray firm belief that - these procedures will not intexfere with
the proper flow of intelligence to the Congress, but will serve to enhance
tne protection of hlg,hlv sensitive intelligence sources and methods by
limiting access to an absolute need-lo-know. J wonld welcome your
support lo facilitate accepltance of these pL"O(:C(rur‘c by commlhc
chairmen in any way that you deem appropriate.. :

“Yours sircerely,

/u/ Sa,,‘,ﬁ ORI R TS .

STANSFIELD TURNER .

L

o
v
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